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Now, II'T-JEE

MADE EASY

ITT-D to help set up

answers, scores
on the Internet

HT Correspondent
a hireporters@hindustanrimes.com

NEW DELH!: In a much-awaited
move, those who took this
year's Indian Institute of
Technology Joint Entrance
Examination (IIT-JEE) will he
able to see their answers, the
correct responses and individ-
ual scores on the JEE website
from Thursday.

IIT Delhi, which conducted
the examination this year, will
post on the website the answers
given by students in the exam.
This facility allows students,
using their roll numbers, to see
the correct answers, what they
had marked and their scores.

The scanned copies of each
student’s optical response sheets
(ORS8) will be uploaded on
Saturday on all JEE websites.

“The final results will be dis-
played on May 18. Students can
see the answer keys from Thu-
rsday and their ORS between
May 5 and May 10,” said RK
Shevgaonkar, director; TI'T Delhi.

The purpose of uploading the
answer sheets and answer keys
is to provide transparency and
to give the students a chance to

lodge complaints,
" “We will deal with all com-
plaints related to the mark-

We want to make
sure that the student
is satisfied with the
evaluation and can
see how it has been
conducted.

M BALAKRISHNAN
Dean, PG studies at ITT Defhi

ing of answers in the sheets.
Say, a student has marked a
circle partially and has not
been given a mark for that. A
committee of faculty members
will analyse the student’s
claim and give marks accord-
ingly," said M Balakrishnan,
dean, post graduate studies
at IIT Delhi.

Candidates can submit
requests for revision in case of
any perceived error in the
machine-read  responses
through the website by May 10.

“We want to make sure that
the student is satisfied with the
evaluation and can see how it
has been conducted. T don't,
however, think we will receive
many complaints.”

This year over 479 lakh sto-
dents took the test for close to
10,000 seats in the 16 IITs.

Mauritius institute

HT Correspondent

W hireporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Professors from IIT
Delhi may soon be called in to
help set up a research centre in
Mauritius.

IIT Delhi has come up with a
plan to help the governntent
improve the technical educa-
tion facilities in the island nation.

So far a feasibility report, in
which IIT Delhi has given its
nod, has been filed,

“The government of
Mauritius has asked us to help
them out with their plan to set
up a full-fledged research facil-
ity. We have so far spoken about

the feasibility of setting up a
facility only for PhD students
that could later be extended to
master's and undergraduate
programmes,” said M
Balakrishnan, dean, post grad-
uate and research, IIT Delhi.

The cost of the programme
will be borne by the Mauritius
government alone but some IIT
Delhi faculty members will be
in Mauritius for some time as
mentors.

“The research centre will be
able to use our curriculum and
some of our teachers will go
there initially but it will be a self
sustaining centre,” added
Balakrishnan.
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» IIT Delhi professors will acts as mentors.
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BRINGING TRANSPARENCY

1ITs to make JEE
answer papers public

Test answers will be
uploaded by the IITs
today, while the
answer papers will be
on display from 5 May

By PRaSHANT K. NanDpa
prashant.n@livemint.com

NEW DELHI

he Indian Institutes of

Technology (IITs) will

display online the answer
papers of all candidates who ap-
pear for the joint entrance ex-
amination (JEE) before the final
ranking is prepared to make the
process transparent, starting
with the test that took place last
month.

The answer sheets of all the|
480,000 candidates who sat fo:
the exam seeking a berth in the
prestigious engineering and
technology institutes will be up-
loaded on 5 May, G.B. Reddy,
JEE chairman, said on
Wednesday. The results and
ranks will be announced on 18
May.

“The move will be a key step
in bringing transparency in
high-stake entrance exams and
improve the trust of students
and parents in the IIT system,”
Reddy said.

The test answers will be up-
loaded by the ITs and JEE
Thursday, while the optical re-
sponse sheets (ORS), or answer
papers, will be on display from 5
May by the IITs and JEE. Stu-

dents can download their an-
swer papers after registering on
the respective websites.

“If any individual students
has any complaints about his
answer paper, then he/she can
file a complaint online between
May 5 and May 10,” ITT Delhi di-
rector RK. Shevgaonkar said.
IIT Delhi is the organizing IIT
for JEE this time. If a student
complains of any discrepancy in
the marks awarded, then the re-
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Calcutta high court on this is-
sue.

The ruling followed an appeal
in the apex court by the Central
Board of Secondary Education,
the West Bengal Board of Sec-
ondary Education, the West
Bengal Council of Higher Sec-
ondary Education, the Universi-
ty of Calcutta, the West Bengal
School Service Commission and
the Assam Public Service Com-
mission against the high court's

spective an- order, Mint re-
swer paper will ported on 9
be verified If a student August  last
manually be- . year. The vol-
fore 15 May. complalns of any untary move by
“After the re- . the IITs is the
checking is dlSCl‘epaHCy > then first by any
done, we will leading insti-

put out the fi-
nal result/
ranks on the
pre-decided

date,” the di-

the answer paper
will be verified
before 15 May

tute, said S.M,
Ishtiaque, dep-
uty  director,
administra-

tion, IIT Delhi.

rector said.

“IIT-JEE is evolving and we
would try to be as transparent as
possible,”

Reddy said the decision was
taken by the 13-member joint
implementation committee of
the IITs.

In August 2011, the Supreme
Court ruled that examination
answer sheets must be made
public under the Right to Infor-
mation {RTI) Act. A bench com-
prising justices R.V. Raveendran
and AK. Patnaik dismissed peti-
tions filed by various public ex-
amination agencies, while up-
holding a 2009 judgement of the

At last
month’s entrance exam, stu-
dents were allowed to take a
“carbon copy of the answer
sheet after they gave the en-
trance exam and now we are
giving them the evaluated an-
swer papers containing all de-
tails about which question has
secured how much marks”.

Students welcomed the move
and the prospect of seeing their
mark sheets before the final
ranking is announced. “Techni-
cally, by 3 May, we will know
how we have done in the exam
and by 5 May, the answer paper
will be in our hand. This gives a
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lot of peace of mind,” said Rajiv
Kumar, an IIT aspirant,

While the move towards
transparency will be a model for
all public exam conducting bod-
ies, it gives the IITs a chance to
defend JEE against any possible
attempt by the government to
dilute the test's stature as it bids
to establish a common entrance
exam for all engineering colleg-
es across India. .

“Going by the track record of
the IITs, it's better to keep the
JEE to maintain quality. The op-
position has been conveyed by
respective [ITs to the HRD (hu-
man resource development)
ministry. The individual IIT sen-
ates are now debating the is-
sue,” said a member of the IIT
Delhi faculty who did not want
to be named. Mint reported on
the IIT-ministry tussle on 17
April,

Shevgaonkar said there was
no disagreement with the cen-
tral government but there are
concerns over the new format
proposed by the government
that tentatively is to come into
existence in 2013,

He said this left little time for
making such a change as the
IITs generally give two years’
notice before altering the for-
mat. Also, it will be difficult for
all school boards to publish
their results before the IIT-JEE
as a default by even a single
board can affect the entrance
exam, Shevgaonkar said. The
school board result is important
as the HRD ministry wants the
IITs to give a 40% weight for the
Class 12 marks while preparing
their merit list.

“To bring a common entrance
in 2013 looks difficult,” the di-
rector added. He said the T
senates will put forth a fresh
proposal to the ministry by 10
May.

Both the faculty and I'T alum-
ni associations are opposing the
plan to do away with JEE and
have a common entrance test.
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JEE answers on web

today, results May 18

PV
‘T , NAVEED IQBAL

NEW DELHI, MAY 2

ANSWERS of last month’s
IIT joint entrance examina-
tion (JEE) will be uploaded
on the JEE website tomor-
row, over two weeks before
the results of the exam are
declared on May 18, Answer-
sheets of all applicants who
took the test will be put up on
the site between May 5 and
May 10, officials said today.
“We will display the evalu-
ated optical response sheets
so0 that candidates who have
complaints regarding mark-
ing have the chance to point
out problems, and ensure the
assessment is satisfactory,”
said R K Shevgaonkar, the
director of IIT, Delhi, which
organised this year’s exam.
Shevgaonkar added that

response sheets were dis-
played online last year as
well, but only after the decla-
ration of results. “A change
of even a point can move
ranks by hundreds. So this
time we decided to upload
answersheets before an-
nouncing the results so that
making changes in the final
list can be avoided,” he said.

G B Reddy, chairman of
JEE 2012, said, “Students
can view their answerscripts
on the site and compare their
answers with the answer key
and the score given against
each question, If they have a
complaint, they can register
it on the website itself.”

Complaints would be as-
sessed manually by a com-
mittee of IIT officials, and
the reassessment would be fi-
nal, Reddy said.
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IIT answer sheets to be posted online

TIMES NEWS NETU}ORK

New Delhi: IIT aspirants will
now get to see their evaluated
answer scripts of the Joint En-
trance Examination even be-
fore the result is declared on
May 18. IIT Delhi, which orga-
nized JEE on April 8 this year;
has decided to upload the
checked optical response
sheets of every candidate on
the JEE website, The sheets
willbeavailableonlineonly for
six days from May 5 to May 10,
During this time, candi-
dates can go through the eval-
uation and point out any dis-
crepancy or error in checking.
IOTD will consider all com-
plaints and update scores, if re-
quired, before preparing the fi-

JEE 2012

HT BOMBAY
T cuwaHam | 62,160 | 59,382
uTKaneur | 82,679 |78,989
ITkHARAGPUR | 65,362 | 61,833
T MaDRAs | 71,970 71,980
T Roorkee | 66,492 | 63,441
TOTAL 5,06,728 | 4,79,642*
*All these candidates can check
their answersheets online from
May 5 to May 10
nalmeritlist.
Thisisforthefirsttime that
II'Ts will show evaluated ORS

to candidates. “It is possible
that sometimes the scanner
might not read an answer if the
candidate has not filled the re-
sponse bubble completely Can-
didates can go through their
optical reader sheets and if
they do not find the evaluation
satisfactory, they can lodge a
complaint online,” said Profes-
sor R Shevgaonkar, director,
IIT Delhi. Nearly 4.8 1akh can-
didates had appeared in JEE
this year. Since JEE is held in
two parts, each candidate had
two ORS which will now be up-
loaded. A candidate can access
the ORS usinghisor her dateof
birthand registration number,

The administration will
consider an answet only if the
response bubble has been dar-
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Now IIT aspirants can ask for revision of exam results

Answer keys, optlcal response sheets, machine-read responses and marks scored to be put on website today

kened more than half. OITD of-
ficials also clarified that there
will be no scope for changing
the answers as the ORS will be
uploaded only as an image. Al-
so, there will be no scope for
gquestioning the answer keys
or the evaluation process.
*“This facility will enable stu-
dents to highlight any techni-
cal glitches. They'll know the
marks scored for each ques-
tion. Representatives of all
IITs will meet after May 10 and
the revision process will be
carried out between May 11
and May 14. Te updated re-
sponses will be reflected in the
ORS by May 15,7 said JEE
chairperson Professor G B
Reddy The ranks will be clear
only on May 18.

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: Indian Institute of
Technology aspirants, who
took the IIT-JEE this year,
will be able to know and ask
for a revision of their exam
results before the ranking is
out, IIT-Delhi, which con-
ducted the exams this year,
intends to display on all the
JEE websites the answer
keys, the optical response
sheets as well as the ma-
chine-read responses and
marks scored, enabling stu-
dents to cross-check wheth-
er their answers were
marked properly by the ma-
chine and, if not, then re-
quest for a revision.

“The IIT-JEE paper has

® Other detalls to be put up from Saturday

© Final merit list will be out by May 18

only objective type questions
in which the candidates are
supposed to circle the right
answer and the machine is
automated to mark right and
wrong. Sometimes, the stu-
dents do not circle properly
or put a tick mark, confusing
the machine which marks
the answer wrong,” said IIT-
Delhi Director Prof R. K.
Shevgaonkar here on
Wednesday.

“The machine reads about
3,000 sheets per minute.

This whole initiative is to
give a chance to the students
before we come out with the
ranking. IIT exams are so
competitive that one mark
can shift the rank of a stu-
dent by hundreds. This will
change the rules of the game
altogether,” he added.

“On Thursday, the answer
keys will be available on the
website, then the optical
sheets as well as the machine
read responses and marks
scored will be displayed for

five days from Saturday up to
May 10. Candidates can dur-
ing this period submit revi-
sion requests online in case
they think there is an error in
the machine read responses.
This facility will remain open
till 5 p.m. on May 10,” said
Prof. G.B. Reddy, who is in-
charge of the exams.

He added that representa-
tives from all the IITs would
sit together and shift through
all the revision requests
manually. “Sometimes, if
there is no clarity on whether
the student had actually cir-
cled, marked or ticked the
right answer, we will see
whether at least 50 per cent
of the marking, in whichever
form, is leaning toward the

correct answer,”

he said, quests from students and complaints,” he said, adding

brushing aside concerns that coaching centres. “I am con- that the final merit list willbe
fident of not getting useless out by May18.

there would be frivolous re-

Staff Reporter

NEW DELH!: Indian Institute of
Technology, Delhi, on
Wednesday expressed its
doubts over the feasibility of
the changes sought to be
introduced in IIT-JEE by the
Union Human Resource
Development Minister Kapil
Sibal in 2013.

“It is extremely difficult
for the reforms to be in place

‘IIT-JEE reforms difficult’

by 2013,” said IIT-Delhi
Director Prof R. K.
Shevgaonkar.

“It has been suggested that
Board exams be taken into
consideration for admissions
and that the IIT-JEE include
ana]ytlcal type questions,” he
said. “There is the CBSE,
ICSE and State Boards and
their results come at
different times. Now it will
be extremely difficult for us

to judge the applications at
different points of times that
too with each Board having
different criteria for ’
awarding marks. If we bring
in analytical questions, we
will have to mark them
manually since our machines
can only identify objective
type questions,” he said,
adding that there were limits
to what amachine could do.
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See your checked
answer sheet on
IIT website

NEW DELH!: To make evalu-
ating process of Ind!an Insti-
tute of Technology (IT)
Joint Entrance Exam (JEE)
more student friendly, the
premier institute has decid-
ed to post answer keys and
students’ answer sheets on
its website.

“The answer keys will be
displayed on all JEE websites
on May 3. Whereas the an-
swer copies (Optical Re-
sponse sheets-ORS) of all the
candidates will be displayed
from May 5 to May 10 along
with the machine read re-
sponses and the marks
scored,” said R K Shev-
gaonkar, IIT-Delhi director
on Wednesday,

Check scores

According to Shevgaonkar, the
move was introduced to help
candidates to check their
scores as well as send revision
requests, if any before the re-
sult was announced,

“If the, student has any
doubt, then he can log on to
the website and can complain.,
There would be a group of fac-
ulty from all ITTs which will see
if the complaints are genuine
and if there is an error, and
then the correction will be
done,” he said.

Candidates can submit revi-
sion requests online in case of
any perceived errorsin the ma-

BUTHEIHHIRERRRLIEUHIHRIHIT

The answer coples;
(optical response

I:E‘it%litfiItH[:IHEHii!t!itfi*EiHliiiHI

chine read-responses.

The facility for submitting
the revision requests online will
beclosed ot May 10. The result
will be displayed on Mayl8.

“We want to make the stu-
dent see (the ORS) and be sat-
isfied with the evaluation,” he
said and added that he expect-
ed few complaints.

This year over 4.79 lakh stu-
dents wrote the exam.

The human resource devel-
opment ministry is planning to
introduce a national common
examination ISEET (Indian
Science Engineering Eligibility
Test} for admission to all cen-
tral-level engineering institutes
like ITs from 2013.

If the proposal materialises,
JEE 2012 would be the last ITT-
JEE entrance test.

Performance in the school
board exam may also be con-
sidered for admnssnon from
2013 onwards.

DH News Service
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JEE answers on web
today, results May 18

\tJey
| NAVEEDIQBAL
NEW DELHI, MAY 2

ANSWERS of last month’s
IIT joint entrance examina-
tion (JEE) will be uploaded
on the JEE website tomor-
row, over two weeks before
the results of the exam are
declared on May 18, Answer-
sheets of all applicants who
took the test will be put up on
the site between May 5 and
May 10, officials said today.
“We will display the evalu-
ated optical response shects
s0 that candidates who have
complaints regarding mark-
ing have the chance to point
out problems, and ensure the
assessment is satisfactory,”
said R K Shevgaonkar, the
director of IIT, Delhi, which
organised this year’s exam.
Shevgaonkar added that

response sheets were dis-
played online last year as
well, but only after the decla-
ration of results. “A change
of even a point can move
ranks by hundreds. So this
time we decided to upload
answersheets before an-
nouncing the results so that
making changes in the final
list can be avoided,” he said.

G B Reddy, chairman of
JEE 2012, said, “Students
can view their answerscripts
on the site and compare their
answers with the answer key
and the score given against
each question, If theyhave a
complaint, they can register
it on the website itself.”

Complaints would be as-
sessed manually by a com-
mittee of IIT officials, and
the reassessment would be fi-
nal, Reddy said.
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Now, JEE websites
to display results

TRIBUNE NEws SERVICE

New DeLHI, May 2

In a major move for the ben-
efit of thousands of engi-
neering aspirants, IITs have
decided to post answer keys
of the Joint Entrance Exam-
ination (JEE) 2012 as well as
the answer copies of the stu-
dents on their websites.

IIT Delhi director R K
Shevgaonkar today said,
"While the answer keys of
the exam will be displayed
on May 3, the evaluated opti-
cal response sheets (ORS) of
all the candidates will be dis-
played from May 5to 10 on
all the JEE websites."

"The aim is to provide stu-
dents a window to lodge

complaints, if any, before the

results are announced. If the
students have any ‘doubt,
they can log on to the web-

site and complain. There
would be a group of faculty
from all the IITs who will see
if the complaints are genuine
and if there is an error, it will

be corrected. The actual

result will be displayed on
May 18. Before that the eval-
uated ORS will be available
on the website from May 5 to
10. Students can log on to the
website and see their ORS,"
he said at a media interaction
today.

This year over 4.79 lakh
students sat for the examina-
tion, billed one of the tough-

_est competitive tests. The

move comes even as the
government is prepating the
ground for holding a single
common entrance test for
admission to undergraduate
programmes in IITs and

. other technical and science

institutes from next year.
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IIT to upload
evaluated
answer sheets
on its website

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

'After having given the
carbon copy of the OMR
sheets to the students who had
sat for the Joint Entrance
Examination for admission in
the Indian Institute of
‘Technology (IIT) on April 8,
the IIT will now be uploading
‘the evaluated answer sheets of
the candidates on its website,
*  The evaluated answer
‘sheets will be available for
viewing from May 5 to 10. The
students will be able to view
their evaluated answer scripts
‘with marking of each answer.
“In case a student finds an error
in the marking or feels that the
any of their answers has not
been evaluated properly, he
can make an online complaint
for the same informed the
Director of IIT Delhi Professor
RK Shevgaonkar. The student
.needs ta enter his roll number
.along with the application
.number and date of birth to
:view their evaluated scripts.
: The student query will then
1be addressed and re-evaluated
'if needed by a team of faculty
smembers of the various IITs.
*“From May 11 to May 14, the
tfaculty will be re-Jooking at the
'grievances, and if a complaint
'is found to be genuine the
‘answer sheets will be re-
evaluated,” added the Director.
. 'The final result of the ITT-
JEE entrance will be out on
May 18. The IIT says that the
reason behind conducting the
;whole exercise of making the
,answersheets public is to ensure
transparency in the working of
.the premium institution.
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II'Ts ready to open

Mauritius

By PrAsHANT K. NanDa
prashant,n@livernint.com

NEW DELH!

Indian Institutes of Technaol-
ogy (1ITs) are set to open
their first overseas campus in
Mauritius and a feasibility re-
port has already been pre-
pared.

This campus will be set up
in collaboration with Mauriti-
us University with support
from the Indian as well as the
Mauritius government. To be
named International Institute
of Technology (IIT), the insti-
tution will engage in research
and development for the first
five years.

“We have already given the
feasibility report to the human
resource development minis-
try as well as the Mauritius
government,” said M.
Balakrishnan, who is spear-
heading the team in charge of
the plan. “We are ready to start
it this year but it depends on
both the governments, as the
proposal to set up the institute
was taken by the Indian educa-
tion minister and his mauritius
counterpart,” he said.

Human resource develop-
ment minister Kapil Sibal and
Rajesh Jeetah, Mauritius’ min-
ister of tertiary education, sci-
ence, research and technology,
had in June 2010 expressed a
willingness to open an insti-
tute similar to an IIT in the is-
land nation.

To start with, it will be a IIT-
Delhi research academy with a
global outlook, Balakrishnan
said. “IIT Delhi will mentor the

campus

institute and we believe we wil}

engage some 40 faculty mem- -

bers for the Mauritius centre,”
he said, adding that these pro-
fessors need to give at least
one month of their time for the
campus—three weeks in Mau-
ritius and one week in India
dedicated for the offshore
plan. According to the plan,
the initial investment will be
more than $20 million (around
100 crore).

Since Mauritius does not
have a huge industry-linked
economy, the course and re-
search areas have to be global
in outlook, Balakrishnan said,
Both faculty and students will
be global as well.

“Their industries are largely
sugar and fisheries but we
know that it’s an international
gateway and can be a hot des-
tination for IT, electronics and
e-commerce streams,” he said.

A human resource develop-
ment ministry official, who did
not want to be named, said the
ministry is discussing the re-
port and is “quite optimistic”.

IIT-Delhi director R.K. Shev-
gaonkar said the IITs want to
make their presence felt over-
seas. “We now have the exper-

" tise and know how to help a

country set up an IIT-like insti-
tute, It will have a huge impact
on our brand image.”

The aim is to start with re-
search and not undergraduate
courses. “If you start teaching
undergraduate courses from
the beginning then it will be-
come a college, not an IIT-type
institute, which is research-
oriented,” he said.
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Mission10X partners IIT-M
to lift engineering education

Project extended to 25 states so far, 20,000 faculty members trained

S SHYAMALA
Chennai )

WIPRO'S not-for-profit arm
Mission10X has partnered
with [IT Madras to improve
quality of faculty in engineer-
ing education. The two insti-
tutions would collaborate in
the areas of teaching and
learning, They also intend to
actively promote research in
engineering education, joint
authoring and publication of
research papers in mutually
beneficial areas.

Mission10X was created
by Wipro in 2007 to en-
hance employability skills of
engineering graduates. It
has so far been extended to
25 states and has trained
close to 20,000 faculty
members across the coun-
try. Mission10X offers a cer-
tification programme,
which is a layered set of ca-
pability building workshops
for continuous professional
development of teachers of
engineering education. Dale
Carnegie Certificate 1in high
tmpact presentations for
teachers; Cambridge inter-
national  certificate  for
teachers and trainers, and
Missionl0X learning ap-

¥ k

3 g mpd
fa,

UPGRADING SKILLS: Mission10X was created by Wipro in

2007 to enhance employability skills of engineering graduates

proach certificate in innova-
tion in engineering educa-
tion are some of the pro-
grammes Mission10X oflers
through its portal.

These are primarily de-

signed to shift the paradigm
from teaching to learning
and transform the learning
cultures in the institutions
of engineering education.
NASSCOM has partnered
Missionl0X recently to
adapt the latter’s methodol-

ogy as backbone to faculty
training in the country.
Professor Ajit Kumar Ko-

lar, chairman of the Centre

for Continuing Education at
IIT-M, said, “There is an ur-
gent need to enhance effi-
ciency and effectiveness of
teaching capabilities of fac-
ulty in higher engineering
education, train the vast
number of PhD scholars
who don the role of teach-
ingfresearch assistants and

3
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promote research in engi-
neering education. The
MoU brings together an in-
ternationally reputed insti-
tute of technology educa-
tion and the leading IT or-
ganisation diversifying into
education technology to
synergise their strengths to
meet this need at the na-
tional level ”

The country has about 3,-
400 engineering colleges tur-
ning over 5.5-lakh engineers
every vear. Though gradu-
ates from the top mstitutions
fare well, there is a steep de-
cline in quality heyond these
tier I institutions. There is a
recurring need for research
capabilities among new grad-
uates to improve their em-
ployability options. In such a
scenario, institutons in In-
dia need to integrate re-
search study as part of their
curriculum, he added.

As a part of this underst-
anding, Mission10X and IIT
Madras will also collaborati-
vely work in the developme-
nt of Unified Learning Te-
chnology Platforms (UTLP)
to bridge the technology gap

in engineering education.
shyamalaseetharaman

@mydigitalfc.com
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Facebook’s Indian flavour ~

OFFBEAT A relatively small e-commerce start-up Tagtile, co-founded by
two IIT graduates, was acquired by Facebook last week.

AT e S ke T e LN

ﬂ A inhidvaiive start-up foinded”™

by two IIT alumni in the U.8. is

the latest acquisition of the so-

cial networking giant Face-
book.

Tagtile, an e-commerce start-up
with a focus on helping retailers
build customer loyalty, was found-
ed by Soham Mazumdar and Ab-
heek Anand in March, last year. And
for a company that launched its pi-
lot project across some stores in San
Francisco and other parts of the
U.S. as early as November last, rec-
ognition has come knocking at their
door real fast.

The acquisition, coming close on
the heels of the big Instagram take-
over, has received relatively less
coverage, But make no mistake, the
big technology websites, of the likes
of UK's The Register, are saying it
could herald new avenues in e-com-
merce in the mobile space for
Facebook.

Anirony?

The company’s co-founder Ab-
heek Anand, currently in New Del-
hi, says there could have been no
better partner than Facebook for
Tagtile. And while the obvious ben-
efits are there — the ‘undisclosed’
sum Facebook paid and the fact that
Abheek and Scham are now Face-
book employees — there is also
some irony in the acquisition of a
company that was started to focus

on customer loyalty. Its current ser-
vice is being “phased out” now, os-
tensibly to be re-launched in a new
avatar with Facebook.

The story of Tagtile, Abheek said
in a telephonic interview to The
Hindu, would be traced back to
2004, when he and Soham went to
work in the Bay Area in the U.S, So-
ham was a graduate from IIT-Kan-
pur and Abheek from IIT-Delhi
They had known each other for a
long time and wanted to start their
own company. Even if it meant quit-
ting secure jobs.

The Tagtile idea took shape last
year when Scham was an engineer
with Google and Abheek was work-
ing for cloud computing start-up
Engine Yard. “We decided to work
on a solution that combined the ‘tap
the phone’technology that was gain-
ing some traction and use it in a
smartphone shopping scenario,”
says Abheek.

The ‘tap the phone’ technology,
Abheek is talking about, is the ‘near-
field communications’ (NFC) tech-
nology Google has been working on
for a few years. Smartphones that
have the NFC chips will be able to
communicate with other NFC de-
vices, such as shopping check-out
counters, and can be used instead of
credit cards. But smartphones that
have NFC chips are way costlier
than the average mobile phones, and
hence this technology has a cost
factor.

DOING INDIA PROUD (Left) Abheek Anand and

(right) Soham Mazumdar

His reasoning is that NFC has a
very small penetration. Smartphone
users often buy their deviceson con-
tract from service providers in the
West, and for all practical purposes,
a breakthrough in NFC is still some
time away,

So what Abheek and Mazumdar

developed was an alternative that
worked similar to NFC but without
the bells and whistles. The Tagtile
consists of both the software service
and a hardware device — a cube —
that stores need to put up at their
cash counters. Mobile phone users
who have the Tagtile App on their
phones can ‘tag’ a purchase on the
cube. And there are rewards for a
specific number of tags, say eight
tags of coffee purchased at a café
could entitle the buyer to a free cof-
fee. Instead of using the radio waves
communications model of NFC, the
Tagtile communicates to the user’s
smartphone through a combination

of technologies already available in
most smartphones, including low-
frequency sounds. This makes the
technology accessible straightaway
to millions of mobile phone users,
Abheek and Scham claim to have
patented the technology.

There are advantages in the sys-
tem for retailers too, With it, shops
will be able tokeep track of their cus-
tomers, something that other, more
‘static’ coupon solutions do not do.
It takes customer loyalty couponing
a step further, according to Abheek,
and also makes it a social activity.

‘While Abheek is under obligation
not to disclose any more details
about the Facebock deal, there {s no
stopping us from speculating that
pretty soon there could be some
kind of social e-commerce-related
solution from Facebook. And maybe
just some of us will realise there was
an Indian storyin that.

KARTHIK SUBRAMANIAN
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CNR Rao prize
for IICT
scientist

Our Bureay
Hyderabad, May 2

Dr S. Chandrasekhar, Chief
Scientist and Head of natural
products of the Indian Insti-
tute of Chemical Technology
(IICT), has been selected for
the CNR Rao national prize
for chemical sciences for the
year 2012-13.

He has been recognised for
the work on total synthesis of
natural products, especially
of marine origin and devel-
opment of green technologies
useful for industrial and phar-
maceutical  sectors. The

award has been instituted by
the Chemical Research Socie-

ty of India with the support of

former students and col-
leagues of Prof. CNR Rao, the
Chairman of the Prime Minis-
ter's Scientific  Adwvisory
Committee.
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HT, Lucknow

BHU V-C WELCOMES DECISION

= BHU V-C Prof Lalji Singh

m Welcoming the decision, BHU
vice-chancellor Prof Lalji Singh
allayed fears of the varsity los-
ing control over the new IIT.

m Singh said: “The IIT-BHU will
remain within the administra-
tive control of the BHU. All
fears of BHU losing control over
the new IIT are baseless.”

m The IIT status to the IT-BHU
would ensure more funds and
thereby it would also ensure
less financial burden on the
BHU. he added.
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The Telegraph, Calcutta, April 30

Teachers want |1 T-JEE to stay

- Open to national tech entrance test if it is followed by own exam BASANT KUMAR MOHANTY
New Delhi, April 29: 1T faculties have demanded that the institutes be allowed to

What the UT fecullism hove sogoes fed

continue with their separate entrance exam, the IIT-JEE, a stand that could make it
~ difficult for the government to replace it with a combined entrance test for all
centrally funded tech schools.

- ~ The faculties are also against any dilution of the 1IT-JEE’s importance through
weightage given to board marks during selection of students for admission. (See
chart)

The Union human resource development (HRD) ministry had proposed scrapping the 1IT-JEE in favour of a
combined national entrance test, and giving 40 per cent weightage to the candidates’ board exam marks during
selection.

However, faced with opposition from the IIT faculties, the ministry decided to allow the matter to be debated at
the institutes before a final decision was taken in June.

First, the issue was to be discussed at each of the seven older 11Ts’ faculty association, then at each I1T’s senate
and then at the II'T Council.

The senate of 11T Kanpur and the faculty associations in Delhi, Mumbai and Kharagpur have met over the past
two weeks and decided that the 1IT-JEE should continue in its present form in 2013.

They are ready to accept the combined national entrance test from 2014 (Kharagpur wants it a few years later),
but insist that it should be followed by the 1IT-JEE in a two-tier exam system.

This IIT-JEE should be an advanced subjective-type exam rather than an objective-type one as it is now.
Through it, the premier tech schools will select their students from among those who qualify in the proposed
combined test.

As for the 40 per cent weightage to board marks, the IIT faculties have said that board scores should only be
used to set an eligibility cut-off for the JEE: admission should be based solely on the students’ scores in the
entrance test.

A member of IIT Delhi’s faculty forum, whose executive body met this week, explained how the two-tier exam
system would work.

“Since the 11Ts together have nearly 11,000 seats, the top 55,000 qualifiers in the combined national entrance
test will be allowed to appear in the IIT-JEE,” he said.
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“To ensure that the students do not neglect their board exam, their board performance will be an eligibility
criterion for appearance in the I T-JEE.”

The IIT Kanpur senate, made up by the institute’s professors, and the 1T Bombay faculty association have
taken the same decisions. The general body of 11T Kharagpur’s faculty association met last Thursday and
decided the 1IT-JEE should continue in its current form for the next few years.

“Qur faculty association is not in favour of taking students through the proposed national (combined) test for at
least two or three years. We want the 11Ts to examine the effectiveness of the proposed national test and later
take a decision. Till that time, the I1T-JEE should continue,” a faculty association member said.

The HRD ministry had set up two committees — one headed by IIT Kharagpur director Damodar Acharya and
another by science and technology secretary T. Ramasami — to suggest reforms of the 1IT-JEE. Both
committees suggested the introduction of 40 per cent weightage to Class XII board marks apart from holding a
test in mathematics, physics and chemistry.

The ministry then proposed a single national-level test from 2013, replacing the 1IT-JEE and the All India
Engineering Entrance Examination (AIEEE), for admission to about 100 centrally-funded tech schools,
including the 11Ts, National Institutes of Technology (NITs) and the Indian Institutes of Information
Technology (111Ts). Scores in that exam were to carry 60 per cent weightage.

IIT faculties, however, differed and met HRD minister Kapil Sibal earlier this month. Sibal then said the
proposal for the combined national test had to be debated at the senates of all the 1ITs.

The ministry will next month hold a meeting of the II'T Council, the institutes’ apex decision-making body,
where the views of all the senates will be considered. The final decision will be taken by the Central Advisory
Board of Education, the apex advisory body on education.



